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Abstract


There is on other period in the Philippine history when a redefinition of existing relationships between the Christians and Muslims in Mindanao are taken more seriously than today. The time dictates a need for a political integration that will give equal rights and opportunities for the Muslims. Today, the foremost concern of the Philippine government is to create unity and oneness as a means to positive approach for natural development and progress. 


The Mindanao State University is a zealous participant in the government's program to integrate the various  Muslim groups of the South: culturally, socially and politically. One important program of the Mindanao State University that is significantly contributing towards this direction is the Darangan Cultural Troupe.


The Darangan  Cultural Troupe has consistently played the role of preserving and  promoting the indigenous and exotic culture of Filipinos of the South through its commitment to perform and disseminate their authentic rituals, dances and songs to the rest of the Filipinos. As a showcase of the rich Muslim culture, the Darangan Cultural Troupe contributes to the bridging of the wide cultural gap between the Muslims and the Christian Filipinos. Realizing the sensitive and important role of Darangan Cultural Troupe in Cultural understanding, the writer has embarked to draw a historical and descriptive development of the Troupe and attempted to evaluate its impact on the integration program. 


During the precarious eight years of its existence, the Darangan Cultural Dance Troupe has lived up to its mission as a showcase of the authentic culture of the South. The Troupe inspite of the multi-farious  problems that has confronted it as consequence of financial constraints, has been effective in carrying out its avowed objectives. The recent government emphasis on cutlural revival programs has given the troupe the much needed support. With this encouragement and help, the Darangan Cultural Troupe hope to have many more years of continued successful existence.
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